
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6093 July 29, 2015 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF ALLISON BECK TO 
BE FEDERAL MEDIATION AND 
CONCILIATION DIRECTOR 

NOMINATION OF JEFFREY MI-
CHAEL PRIETO TO BE GENERAL 
COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF AGRICULTURE 

NOMINATION OF CAROL FORTINE 
OCHOA TO BE INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL, GENERAL SERVICES AD-
MINISTRATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nominations, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nominations of Allison Beck, 
of the District of Columbia, to be Fed-
eral Mediation and Conciliation Direc-
tor; Jeffrey Michael Prieto, of Cali-
fornia, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of Agriculture; and Carol 
Fortine Ochoa, of Virginia, to be In-
spector General, General Services Ad-
ministration. 

VOTE ON BECK NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Allison 
Beck, of the District of Columbia, to be 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Di-
rector? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON PRIETO NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Jeffrey 
Michael Prieto, of California, to be 
General Counsel of the Department of 
Agriculture? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON OCHOA NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Carol 
Fortine Ochoa, of Virginia, to be In-
spector General, General Services Ad-
ministration? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

HIRE MORE HEROES ACT OF 2015— 
Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the next 40 minutes 
be under the control of the Democratic 

side and that the time be equally di-
vided among the following Senators: 
REID, BOXER, WHITEHOUSE, MARKEY, 
SCHATZ, and SCHUMER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, at virtually 
every caucus we have, every Tuesday 
caucus, I have Senators report on what 
is going on in the world as it relates to 
climate change. 

I wish these were fun-filled presen-
tations where people laughed, clapped, 
and smiled, but they are not. They are 
very downbeat because each Senator 
who makes a presentation—whether it 
is the senior Senator from New Hamp-
shire, who talks about moose dying in 
her State because the fleas and ticks 
no longer die in the cold weather, she 
explained how about one-third of the 
moose are dead in New Hampshire, or 
whether it is the junior Senator from 
the State of Michigan talking about 
what is going on in that beautiful 
State of Michigan. 

Without going through the list of 
Senators who have reported what is 
going on as they see it with climate 
change, everyone within the sound of 
my voice should rest assured things are 
not good. Our world is changing and 
has already changed drastically. 

The Earth is undergoing a shift, a 
manmade climate change shift. We 
don’t need to travel to the polar ice-
caps for proof, although if we did, we 
would see that too. There is evidence 
all around. Talking about the polar ice-
cap, think about Alaska. Millions of 
acres are on fire as we speak—not a fire 
as we see in the forest or the range 
lands of Nevada, where you see fire 
flames flip up into the sky so high it is 
hard to believe sometimes. But this is 
burning underground at the perma-
frost. It is awful what is happening in 
Alaska. 

But let’s talk about Nevada. Nevada 
is an unusual State in many different 
ways. We have over 32 mountains more 
than 11,000 feet high. We have one 
mountain we share with California 
that is 14,000 feet high. We have beau-
tiful, beautiful wilderness. 

I have had the good fortune during 
my time in the Senate to legislate. 
When I came here, we had about 60,000 
acres of wilderness. We are now ap-
proaching about 4 million acres of wil-
derness, and it is beautiful, beautiful 
country. There are beautiful moun-
tains, antelope, and mountain sheep, of 
course. We even have mountain goats. 
It is a beautiful, beautiful State. 

We share Lake Tahoe with Cali-
fornia—beautiful, beautiful Lake 
Tahoe that Mark Twain said is the 
fairest place on all the Earth. The 
water level this summer is at a record 
low. Water we used to take for granted 
that would come out of the lake isn’t 
coming out anymore. 

Snowpack in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains is a fraction of normal lev-
els. A few decades ago, we used to have 

piles of snow that were unbelievable, 
tens and tens of feet of snow every win-
ter—no longer. In fact, this past 
March, World Cup ski cross and 
snowboardcross races had to be can-
celled. Why? We had no snow—no snow 
at a place where we had the Winter 
Olympics in Squaw Valley—no snow. 
They cancelled the races. 

As I have said on the floor, because it 
is so traumatic as far as I am con-
cerned, many of our black bears aren’t 
even hibernating. It is not cold enough. 
This past June, a few weeks ago—Lake 
Mead at one time was the largest man-
made lake in America. It isn’t anymore 
because of Lake Powell, which over-
took Nevada for the largest manmade 
lake in America. Lake Powell is on the 
road to being eliminated. It is part of 
the great Colorado River program that 
allows the States of California—all the 
upper Colorado States—Arizona, and 
Nevada, to survive. 

This past June, Lake Mead water lev-
els sunk to record lows—record lows. 
Towns that were buried with the mak-
ing of the Boulder, Hoover Dam, we can 
see them again. St. Thomas is an ex-
ample. An early Mormon settlement 
there was buried in the water—no 
longer. Now they are doing archeo-
logical work on what was buried under 
Lake Mead previously. 

Now, that is only Nevada, and that is 
only a touch of what is happening in 
Nevada. Wildfires are devastating our 
State, wiping out native grasses and 
plants, causing endangered species that 
need to be listed as threatened or going 
extinct because, for example, if you 
have birds survive in our sagebrush, 
sagebrush is burned and no longer ex-
ists, you get these foreign species that 
come in, mainly cheatgrass, and it is 
no good for anything other than more 
fires. That is what we have in Nevada, 
devastating wildfires. 

Around the United States, massive 
floods are destroying life around the 
globe. The poles are melting. By the 
year 2050, scientists estimate the sea 
level will rise in the world by 16 feet. 

What will that do to Florida? Of all 
the major cities in the world, with vir-
tually no exception, they are all in 
coastal areas. What coastal city in the 
world is going to be hit hardest in the 
world by this climate change, the ris-
ing of the seas? Miami, FL, the State 
of Florida. 

Massive floods are destroying life 
around the globe. Poles are melting. I 
repeat, ocean resources are being ex-
hausted. 

Stunningly, Republicans in Congress 
are ignoring changes to our environ-
ment that we are all witnessing. They 
are here. They are in denial. They are 
in what I refer to as Koch denial be-
cause, remember, everybody, the two 
Koch brothers don’t want us to do any-
thing on climate change. Why? No. 1, it 
may prevent them from making more 
billions. They are heavily invested in 
tar sands in Canada, and, of course, 
their original fortunes were made in 
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